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...T. Monod 


“MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP AND 
PLINE.”’ 
(Concluded 


DISC 


from page 444 


“Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsotver 
ye do, do all to the glory of God,” surely 
means that we should Jive in the attitude and 
atmosphere of worship. And if this be the 
attitude of the mind, is it reasonable that the 
most interesting and deeply important of all 


subjects should be banished from the lips of 


all but a very few, and then only touched 
upon under severe pressure, as if it were an 
act of painful obedience, rather than a joyful 
testimony of our love to God and our neigh- 
bor. . 

The only test of fitness to converse on these 
subjects in old time was “the fear of the 
Lord.” “They that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another,” &c. “And they shall 
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be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in the day 
when I make up my jewels.” 

And again, “ With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, aad with the mouth confes- 
sion is made unto salvation.” 

The experience of the last few years, and 
especially of the year just ended, has con- 
firmed me in the belief that we should do 
well occasionally or frequently to meet to- 
gether, to wait upon our Father in Heaven, 
to approach His mercy-seat in thanksgiving 
and prayer, to take sweet counsel one with 
another, and, if so permitted, to partake of 
heavenly bread, and of the wine of the king- 
dom. 

Many such seasons have been permitted us 
where my lot has been cast of later time— 
seasons in which old and young, rich and 
poor, have mingled together on one common 
platform, and in which many witnesses bore 
testimony to the love of Christ in their souls, 
and to the enjoyment of that peace which He 
promised, and which He does bestow. And 
all this without any precipitancy or unhealthy 
excitement ; reverently, sweetly, and humbly, 
speaking one to another, and sometimes to Him 
who condescended to own us by His blessed 
presence, and to melt our hearts by a sense of 
His wondrous love. 

These are bright spots in our horizon, but 
still our meeting-houses are largely deserted, 
and many of them closed. To these last my 
footsteps are often drawn, and we find that 
the dear people flock to them when invited, 
and say with tears, “Oh! if yon would but 
come and open this house, we should be so 
thankful.” We go away, and the door is 
closed. Should it be so? Would the early 
Friends have settled down quietly, and let it 
be so? No, surely; they would, as they did, 
apply the principle of “adaptation.” They 
would, as they did, endeavor to supply the 
required ministry, and if they found it desir- 
able, they would not, we feel sure, refuse such 
instrumentalities as the reading of a chapter 
or the outpouring of the heart in song. 

But if they did forbid such blessed means 
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to a blessed end, we can still appeal to the 
highest of all authority, and to the most pure 
and holy of all examples—the authority and 
the example of Him who stood up to read, 
“as His custom was,” in the synogogue at 
Nazare th, and who, “ when they had sung an 
hymn,” went out with His disciples unto the 
Mount of Olives. We have too long dealt in 
generalities. We need to be practical, and no 
longer dilute and modify our epistles and our 
counsels till their force and meaning are in 
great measure lost. 

The simple truth is, I believe, that if we 
are to arise and shine as a people lifting up 
the standard of spiritual religion and se pte 
ral holiness in the face of a world full of ex 
travagance and iniquity, we must have “ odie: 
tation,” at the cost of that which is purely 
conventional, and to which we have too long 
and too fondly clung, as if it were a part of? 
our very life, when, all the while, it was min- 
istering death to our members, discourage- 
ment to inquirers, and threatening our extinc- 
tion as a section of the Church of Christ. 

To recapitulate :— 

Ist. Let our Meetings for Worship be 
meetings in which, by prayer and supplica- 
tien, with thanksgiving, we make our requests 
known unto God. Let us, in very truth, 
“worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, having no confidence in the flesh.” 
Let our ministry in them be much more sim- 
ple and practical than is often the case, and 
et not the little ones withhold their offerings, 
because they cannot adopt the manner and 
tone, or rise quite to the platform which others 
seem to have reached; and let us eschew 
everything which approaches, even remotely, 
the priestly element, or the hierarchical sys- 
tem, which invests the ministers of Christ 
with a sanctity beyond others, or in any way 
recognizes the unscriptural distinction of | 
clergy and laity. Let us ever remember that | 
the poorest or most untutored brother a 
sister, or little child, if a child of God, 
equally with the most gifted minister, a King. 
and a Priest in the sight of Him with whom 
there is no respect of persons. 

2nd. Let our “Thrashing Meetings” be 
adapted to the circumstances of the occasion, | 
but let us not attempt to carry any of our pet 
theories into them, lest, loving these theories 
more than Christ, or more than the souls of | 
the people, we allow them to frustrate our| 
work for Him and for these precious souls. | 
And in these meetings, and everyw - re, let us 
be sure that we exalt that Holy Name, at 
which “every knee must bow, 
tongue confess that He is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 

3rd. Let our Meetings for Discipline em- 
brace more fully and definitely the great ob 





ject of al) our organizations, viz., the glory of 


REVIEW. 
God in the conversion of souls; and let our 
sisters share as much as possible in them. 

4th. Let us have occasional Communion or 
Social Religious Meetings, in which there 
shall be great simplicity, and a more full 
recognition than we have yet known of the 
blessed aa that “where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.” Let us “speak 
often one to another” of the dealings of the 
Lord with our own souls, and sympathize with 
each other, not only in our difficulties and 
trials, but in the abounding consolations of 
the Christian. Let us, on these occasions, ask, 
and we shall receive, seek, and we shall find, 
something of the fulnees of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ. And while disusing 
the outward elements, as part of that dispen- 
sation which was to wax old and come to an 
end, may we know what it is to break the 
heavenly bread, and drink of the wine which 
the Lord himself hath mingled. J. G, 


Supsury, Ist Month Ist, 1875, 


FRIENDS’ MEETINGS, 


[The following are extracts from the remarks made by the Edi- 
tor of the British Friend upon the communication from Jona- 
than Grubb, concluded above. } 


The Lord’s own Children.—Even as regards 
these it seems J. G. cannot imagine how they 
can sit week after week, without a word to 
one another, or to Him from whom all our 
blessings flow. What is this but to maintain 
that lip service is all but indispensable, and 
more acceptable to God than the offering of 
the heart? In time past there may have been 
an extreme reticence; but the opposite is 
equally to be guarded against, and it seems 
the danger of the present day. We read of 
it being said to the praise of one formerly that 
“it is well that it was in thine heart.” On 
| the other hand, the drawing near to God with 
the mouth, while the heart is far from Him, 
is condemned, and it is still too much an 
every-day error. Does our friend forget the 
favorite lines,— 

“ How sweet to wait upon the Lord 
In silence and in prayer; 
What though no preacher speak the word, 
A Minister is there! 
A Minister of wondrous skill, 
True graces to impart; 
He teaches all the Father’s will, 
He preaches to the heart!” 
In the meetings of “the Lord’s own children,” 
even a few words, if in the life, are accepta- 
ble; but to make vocal service an essential 


on all such occasions, as seems to be what J. G. 
ani every | desires, would be speedily to make them life- 


|less and formal. resulting not improbably in 
the whole prescribed routine obtaining among 
other denominations,—assuredly a most retro- 
grade course for the Society of Friends; to 
no profit (if such there could be) except the 
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mere prevention of the “week after week” 
silent vacuum, which our friend J. G. is at a 
loss to understand. 

In Meetings for Worship all right utter- 
ance is a divine gift; where this is withheld, 
the communion of the worshippers must be a 
silent exercise of soul before the Lord, who is 
ever in the midst of those gathered in His 
name, ready to minister to them not unfre- 
quently after the manner described in the 
Canticles, causing them to “sit down under 
His shadow with great delight, feeling His 
fruit sweet to their taste,’—or “ bringing 
them into His banqueting house, where His 
banner over them is love.” ‘This is an expe 
rience to be coveted, and which no vocal ut 
terance can surpass. 

Thrashing Meetings.—This may have been 
an appropriate term for meetings of the de- 
scription which George Fox and his associ- 
ates frequently had to address, and no doubt 
they adapted themselves as circumstances re- 
quired, but not to the countenancing of any- 
thing in such audiences as was at variance 
with the views of Friends on the subject of 
worship. The reading of Scripture would 


form no necessary part of the service, though 
we know that ministers often carried their Bi- 
bles with them that they might read, and not 
merely quote the texts supporting their doc- 


trines.. In the present day, however, this 
practice is seldom, if ever requisite. While 
we do not see that the term “ Meeting for 
Worship,” is an improper one, we have no 
objection to that of ‘‘ Religious Meeting or 
Service.” It strikes us as different, however, 
in regard to the other term, “ A Meeting for 
the Preaching of the Gospel,” as this implies 
a preseribing beforehand the kind of service. 
“Then let us ask fora portion of silence,” says 
J.G. We inquire, For what purpose? Is it 
not that both minister and hearer may be led 
aright on the occasion,—the lips of the minis- 
ter touched as with a live coal from off the 
altar, and the ear of the audience opened to 
hear? 

Reading the Sacred Volume.—Our corres- 
pondent, it will be seen, pleads for this prac- 
tice, and he has exercised it. We do not af- 
firm that this reading, either in the meetings 
of Friends, or in those convened for the pub- 
lic, is inherently inconsistent with the princi- 
ples or rules of our Society. What these for- 
bid, as we Whderstand, is the making of Scrip 
ture reading a necessary and formal part of 
Worship. Any minister who believes it right 
to read, is subject to the judgment of the. 
Church as much in regard to what he reads, | 
as in what he speaks. On this basis the prac- 
tice may safely be left. 

Singing, &e.—As regards meetings for the 
public, which are almost invariably of a very 
mixed character, it would be a matter of sur- 
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prise indeed if the company, as a whole, could 
unite in singing “with the spirit, and with 
the understanding also,” what either the mi- 
nister or other individual should propose. If, 
in such a case, the act was congregational, we 
are ready to suppose Jonathan Grubb sees 
the day at hand when the same shall be reg- 
ularly witnessed in Friends’ “ meetings.” 
Our ‘hope, however, is, that to whatever ex- 
tent there may have been a diverging from 
primitive principle and practice, we are yet 
not so far estranged as to return to a practice 
which, as a Society, since its rise, Friends 
were constrained to ‘abdndon, and have al- 


ways testified against. We maintain that 
neither Christ nor his apostles exampled us 
in anything at variance with our profession. 
Christ reading in the Synagogue does not bear 
on the subject of worship undr the gospel ; 
while the disciples’ singing a hymn, militates 
as little against the views of Friends on the 
practice so prevalent among other denomina- 
tions. 

Adaptation.—There can be no objection to 
any amount of “adaptation” consistent with 
principle, but we must not descend to errone- 
ous means even for a good end. What, let it 
also be asked, have Friends in their weakness 
added to the truth, to which they are said to 
adhere as tenaciously as to the truth itself, as 
well as bound upon others? 

Having enumerated three kinds of meet- 


jings, we are brought to a fourth, which we 


are pleased to see J. G. hesitates to term 
“Prayer Meetings,” and he prefers calling 
them “Social Religious Meetings.”” The char- 
acter of these and «heir object appear to us 
quite unexceptionable, though there will be 
need of wisdom and discretion in conducting 
them. " 

Closed Meeting- Houser.—It seems that those 
in the neighborhood of such houses are al- 
ways glad to attend the opening of them at 
any time by ministers travelling. But our 
friend complains of these meetings not being 
kept open by Monthly Meetings to which they 
belong. It would be well where at all prac- 
tical, but it occurs to observe that ministers 


(or deputations visiting such closed meetings 


should endeavor to explain to those who are 
glad to attend, what are the views of Friends 
regarding worship, and encourage them to 
come and keep up the meeting themselves. 
Why not instruct the people how true spiritual 
worship is to be performed, as was, no doubt, 
George Fox’s practice, and then they would 
not be so depe ndent on the instrumentalities 
named? It is the repeated testimony of George 
Fox in his journal respecting the meetings 
which he held, that he brought the peuple to 
Christ that they might sit under His free 
teaching, leading away from a dependence on 


| instrumental help, and from ail merely formal 





462 


FRIENDS’ 


rites and ceremonies; teaching them further 
that under this gospel day we are to realize 
the prediction which says, “ All thy people 
shall be taught of the Lord,” having no “ need 
to say, every man to his neighbor, Know the 
Lord; for all shall know me, from the least 
to the greatest.” How was it, as many have 


wondered, that “convincement” was so com- | 
mon and extensive in the days of George Fox | 
and his coadjutors, and now-a days eo unheard 


of? The solution of the problem is probably 
to be found in the fact that “it was by the 
living, quickened soul flinging its impression, 
in the might of the Spirit, directly upon the 


consciences of the hearers that the first Friends | 


prevailed. One of Cromwell’s officers says he 


was struck with more terror by the preach- | 


ing of James Nayler than at the battle of 
Dunbar.” 

In conclusion, as regards the above de- 
scribed, as also those termed “General Meet- 
ings,” our decided conviction is that any 
amount of blessing with which they may be 


mercifully favored, is more likely to flow from | 


their being conducted in harmony with the high 
scriptural standard professed by Friends in 
relation to worship, than by a resort to means 
at variance with that standard, which we 
regret to have witnessed occasionally of late, 
sicce if we build again the things which we 
have rightly destroyed, we make ourselves 


transgres:ors, and become unfaithful to our, 


entrusted duty. 


— a 


A Voracious PLant.+-A family of plants, 
known as the “sundews,” or by their scien- 
tific name of “Drosera,” have curious fly- 
catching leaves, which entrap the insects 
which the plant appears to require for its 
nourishment. Appleton’s Journal says: 
“An esteemed correspondent describes this 
plant as consisting of a tuft of diminutive 
orbicular leaves, from the center of which 
there shoots up, in midsummer, a slender 
stem of inconspicuous flowers. As in the 
case of the Dionea, the leaves of this plant 
are its distinguishing feature. These are cov- 
ered with shining scarlet hairs, which secrete 
at their tips drops of a clear, viscid fluid, re- 
sembling dew, which increase in size and 
number with the heat of the sun, while real 
dew, under the same conditions, is speedily 
dried up. It is from this, circumstance that 
the plant derives its popular name of sundew. 
But the design of this novel secretion is more 
curious than the fact of its elaboration. It 
attracts, by its sweetness, tiny insects—gnats, 
flies, and midges—which no sooner touch and 
taste the fatal liquid than they are lost, its adhe- 
sive quality serving to hold them fast, while 
the delicate hairs, moving slowly but surely 
upon the victim, fix their points like fangs, 
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and suck its juices, leaving only a dry carcass, 
'This accomplished, they Cheslie relax their 
|hold, return to their natural position, and 
there await the approach of fresh prey. It 
‘has been demonstrated that any attempt to 
sustain these curious plants, except by favor. 
| ing their carnivorous babits, invariably proves 
futile. When these sensitive fibres are 
touched with a straw or bit of paper, they 
refuse to respond, and it is only when ap- 
proached by their natural food that the hairs 
show signs of life. The sundews are native 
to the temperate parts of both hemispheres, 
and are found in sandy and marshy places.” 


Selected for Friends’ Review. 
YE ARE MY WITNESSES. 


We cannot understand you now. We have 
not the faintest notion what it is you want us 
todo. Your sermons tell us of one sort of 
Christ, and your conversation of another. In 
your gospel, we see a Christ bruised, and cov- 
ered with reproach, and laughed to scorn; in 
your daily life, we see a Christ who has grown 
ashamed of his poverty and low estate, has 
cast off the garb of the Man of Sorrows, and 
has become a courteous gentleman, or a shrewd 
business-like man of the world. And because 
we see these things, we don’t believe in any 
Christ at all. 

The unseen and the infinite baffle me, be- 
wilder me, distract me; only by some infalli- 
| ble proof can I be persuaded of their reality. 
Such proof I should discover in the working 

of a miracle before my eyes. You tell me 
that I cannot have such proof. Then I will 
| have personal witness. I will have that testi- 
mony by which miracles in the physical world 
were superseded when, in the spiritual world,— 
if there be a spiritual world,—God proclaimed 
a kingdom whose life and progress should be 
|the mightiest miracle of all,—the kingdom of 
Christ in the hearts of men. 
If I am to believe in God, it must be be- 
| cause I see Him in Christ; if I am to believe 
in Christ, it must be because I see Him in Ig- 
natius, in Augustine, in Bernard of Clairvaux; 
because there are men and women living on 
this earth on whom He has left his mark so 
visibly that it cannot be mistaken; men and 
women as firmly persuaded of His death upon 
the cross as if their own eyes hfd seen Him 
die. And what do you think must be the 
life and conversation of one who has seen Him 
\die; who knows, moreover, as your sermons 
teach us, that his own sins, his own wilful in- 
dulgence of appetite or desire, were the sins 
which put his Saviour to death; who is con- 
scious at every moment of the day that he 
himself is verily guilty of the murder of his 


God? 


I know for certain how Christ would be 
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treated if He were here. 
deriding Him; the fine lady picking her way 
ast Him in the street; the poor flocking round 
Him us a Friend; the magistrate committing 


I can see the Press 


Him to prison. Let me see His witnesses 
treated thus, and I will believe that He has 
sent them; their Christ-like life in the face of 
cold modern refinement, in the teeth of cruel 
Common Sense, shall be to mea miracle no 
less stupendous than the feeding of the five 
thousand in the wilderness, or the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead. But while I see them 
claiming the right to live as other men, glo- 


rying in the fact that they have no peculiari- 


ties, smiling politely on sin, and caressed by 
those who have spat upon their Lord; so long 
as I see them thus, they shall teach me, if 
they please, the principles of Christ’s philoso- 
phy, but they shall not dare to tell me they 
are priests of a crucified Christ.—F rom “ Mod- 
ern Christianity a Civilized Heathenism.” 
“eo 
Selected for Friends’ Review 
BRANDS PLUCKED FROM THE FIRE. 


In the spring of 1847 I wastravelling with 
a brother clergyman, on our way to an eccle 
siastical meeting in P , Va. Having to 
pass through the county of A——-, we pur- 
posed going by the village at the court house, 
and to call on friends there; but being en- 
gaged in conversation, we passed a cross road 
leading to the court house, and did not dis- 
cover our mistake until we had gone several 
miles, when it was too late to return. While 
we reproached ourselves for our inattention, 
the Lord was guiding us. 

We had not proceeded far when we perceived 
a house on fire about half a mile distant. 
The younger of the two put his horse into a 
gallop and soon came up to the fire. It was 
a log house, and the roof was in a blaze in 
three places. On entering the house he was 
met at the threshold by the piteous cry of an 
old man, who was lying on a trundle bed in 
one curner, entirely crippled with rheumatism, 
and as helpless as an infant. “O, sir,” cried 
he, “for mercy’s sake take me out, or I shall 
be burned up alive!” He became a little 
more calm when assured that he was not in 
immediate danger, and that he would be taken 
care of in time. In the loft above was found 
his aged terror-stricken wife, who had been 
trying in vain to extinguish the fire with a 
little tin bucket half full of water, and a small 
gourd. As soon as the young minister found 
an axe, he went heartily to work; and after 
knocking off a large portion of the roof, suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing the fire, and had the 
pleasure of assuring the old couple that the 
danger was over and all was safe. Thef ex- 
pressed their gratitude with flowing tears and 
Many thanks. The minister told them to 
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give thanks to God, whose providence alone 
had saved them,—that they intended to have 
taken another road, but had been led this 
way. “ Wonderful mercy,” said the old man ; 
and trembling and turning pale at the thought, 
he added, “O, had you gone by the court 
house, we had by this time been burned to 
ashes. What a mercy, what a mercy!” he 
continued to repeat, and said, “O, how wicked 
I have been! I have never believed in a 
Providence. I laughed at it, and hated the 
thought that God took any notice of us; but 
now I feel there is a Providence. Yes, there 
is a Providence that sent you here to save us 
from the fire.’ He then inquired who we 
were, and where from; and when told that 
we were ministers of the gospel, and that ‘one 
of us lived twenty-five miles and the other one 
hundred miles distant, he was deeply affected, 
and said, “ How strange itis! I have always 
hated ministers, and would not permit them 
to cross my door-sill, and now God has sent 
two of them to save sucb an old vile crippled 
creature as | am from death!” He began to 
confess the sins of his past life, and particu- 
larly expressed regret that he had so long op- 
posed his wife, who, he said, always wanted to 
be a Christian. He had heen a soldier in 
Wayne’s army, and there, he said, he had 
learned to drink liquor, to scoff at religion, 
and to make Tom Paine’s book his Bible; 
and, “now,” said he, “I begin to feel the 
guilt of it all. It comes upon me like a moun- 
tain’s load.’”” They were told that their sins 
had kindled the more dreadful fire of perdi- 
tion, from which no earthly arm could save; 
and they were both urged to flee from the 
wrath to come, and lay hold on the hand that 
was nailed to the cross. A tract entitled 
“The conversion of John Price,” was read to 
them. It contains a brief notice of the down- 
ward course of an habitual drinker and game- 
ster, and of his wonderful reformation and 
conversion to God. One of the most touch- 
ing passages in the tract is that in which he 
asks his little daughter to read the Bible to 
him. She read the fifty-first psalm and the 
one hundred and third. The father was much 
affected, and wept and said, “Surely God 
made her choose those two psalms.” The old 
couple, both in tears, listened to the reading, 
and when it was completed, he said, “Surely 
God made you choose that for us,—every 
word of it comes home to my heart; and now 
will you be kind enough to read to us the 
same chapters of the Bible that the little girl 
read to her father?” The request was grant- 
ed, and the fifty-first psalm was. read, “ Have 
mercy on me, O God,” etc. It was distinctly 
read. There he lay upon his bed a man of 
large frame, with a finely-developed head, a 
high and full forehead, a large blue eye, and 
expanded chest, but with his arms and legs so 
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contracted by rheumatism, that for sixteen 


years he had been unable to move himself 
without sid, and as the reading proceeded, 


his broad chest began to heave with emotion, 
and the tears rdn down his cheeks. On hear- 
ing the fourth verse, “Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned,” he cried out, “ Yes, that 
is the worst of it, it is all against God,—all 
against God. Have mercy on me, O God.” 
He became more composed, and when the 
reading was finished, he said, “ That is God’s 
word, and seems made on purpose for me.” 
His aged wife, who was filled with wonder 
and delight at what she had both seen and 
heard, asked that the other psalm might be 
read. The hundred and third psalm was ac- 
cordingly read, “ bless the Lord, O my soul,” 
etc. ‘The old lady was greatly agitated; she 
walked up and down the room, exclaiming, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul ; bless the Lord, 
he has saved us this day from fire, and he 
will save us from our sins; he forgiveth all 
our iniguities. Bless the Lord, that I have 
lived to see this day. My old man will now 
let me read and sing and pray; he will let 
ministers come to our house, and we will both 
seek and serve the Lord together.” After 
much such talk, we kneeled and prayed,—the 
first prayer, as the old man said, that was 
ever made in that house. We bade them 
farewell, not expecting to meet them again 
until the judgment day. The old couple lived 
about three years after this event, and we are 
credibly informed that they lived in a man- 
ner to i'lustrate and magnify the wondrous 
grace of God to the chief of sinners, and then 
died both in the same year, fully fourscore 
years of age, in the faith and lively hopes of 


the gospel of Christ. J. D. M. 


> 
THE KHEDIVE. 
ISMAIL PACHA’S SENSIBLE WAY OF LOOKING 
AT THINGS. 

The Khedive recently received at Cairo a 
deputation of merchants and bankers of Alex- 
andria, who presented an address from the 
European colony of Alexandria expressing 
their thanks to his Highness for his exertions 
during the late inundation of the Nile, and 
asking his consent to the erection of a memo- 
rial in consequence, and said that for this 
about $65,000 had been subscribed.’ The 
Khedive said it was a real happiness to him 
that Heaven had given him the power of 
being useful to the country, and he would do 
all he could-to ensure the prosperity of Egypt 
and of the European colony. His Highness 
declined to allow the proposed memorial to be 
erected, but said, with the approval of the 
deputation, he would appropriate the money 
subscribed to the foundation of a public 
school for boys of all creeds at Alexandria. 
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THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS CROSS 


BY THEODORE MONOD 


Continued from page 435 

And here,-also, let us remember that these 
crosses weigh down not only those who in the 
first instance suffer, but all who sympathize 
with them. 
though they cannot be so exactly defined, are 
none the less real, none the less painful to 
bear. 


The crosses of some, too, even 


They spring from the condition in 
which God has placed them. Their life is 
harsh and cold, dry and bitter; it has a con- 
tracted horizon, a cloudy sky; it is a life in 
which all that is noblest and best within them 
has been ceaselessly crushed, wounded, mur- 
dered; in a word, a life which has corres- 
ponded neither to their aspirations nor to 
their necessities. Or if less severe than this, 
it may be a life without suffering, but yet 
without joy, without grandeur; a uniform 
succession of vulgar duties and paltry vexa- 
tions; a perpetual exercise of endurance, 
which humiliates us just in proportion as it 
seems to merit less attention than one gives it, 
but which, in the end, exhausts all our pow- 
ers. I might mention other crosses; and 
many of you, doubtless, could mention some 
that would escape me; for each one knows 
his own. 

Yes, each one knows his own; and this 
brings me to an important word in the text. 
[t is not a cross simply which the disciple 
must carry, it is his cross. 

“ His cross!” And therefore each person 
has his cross, unknown perhaps to the world, 
but well known at least to himself and to 
God. How many there are, alas! who to the 
question, “ Do you know your cross?” would 
answer with a melancholy sigh, “ Do we 
know it? Why, we are no more able t 
forget our cross than we are to forget our 
existence.” Daily, before even their eyes 
have opened to the light of a new morning 
the first thing that renders them conscious of 
themselves is their cross weighing upon their 
heart. Among the various crosses that God 
bas placed upon them there is one so much 
heavier than the others that it is the only 
one which they dream of mentioning, and the 
necessary power to carry which is more than 
sufficient for all the rest. 

Is there any one who does not know what 
is his cross? Has God so far spared you 
that you have not in your lot any especial 
affliction which you could name? He has 
|yet left you, has he not? more than one 
|anxiety, more than one chagrin, more than 
‘one hardship, more than one temptation. 
| Very well, the sum of all this which saddens, 
and wearies, and irritates, and discourages 
| you, is, if you accept it from the hand of God, 
your cross. If you say there is absolutely 
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cross, it is equi ivalent to an 
that you are not 
Saviour. B very sureth ut 
obedience, would 
even though ; should 
opp sition exe 
situde fo 
the efforts of 
the incessant 
heart. 

“ His cross!” His own, not that which he 
has chosen for himself since he has renout 
himself, but that which God has chosen for 
him, expressly for him; that which is alone 
consistent, on the one hand, the charac- 
ter of a disciple, and on the other with a dis 
ciple’s work. You have, my brother, a par- 
ticular character; you have a_ particular 
work to a — lish. And often you are dis- 
posed to lament that there is so little harmony 
between your work and your heart. Well, 
to uli this heart to this work there must be 
across. Not a cross in general, but 
cross; that which fits you better than any 
other; that which no man can carry as well 
as yourself. You think, perhaps, that such 
a cross as God has selected for some of your 
brethren would be better for you; he, on the 
other hand, persuades himself that 
would be better for him than his own. 
The 
The one need- 
ghter, it would not 
heavier—and how 
r—it would 
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believe me, you are both mistaken. 


needful for him his own. 
ful you is yours. L 
be enough for you, and 
many there are which are 
overwhelm you. 

This truth is pres nted in a beautiful and 
striking manuer in a ‘rman 
poem. 

A was sighing 
ing of the 
bear; and while 
deep. slumber. All at 
shone about me, and 
Jesus Christ. H 


once serious and 


for 


heavi 


modern G lyric 
” said the poet, “ complain 
rich God had given me to 
i¢ thus, fell into a 
once a great lig 
I saw near me the Lord 
» addressed me in a voice at 
tender: ‘Thou art discon 
tented with the cross which I have chosen for 
thee. Wouldst thou like, should I give thee 
permission, to choose for thyself?’ Happy 
and surprised, I accepted. ‘ Very well,’ said 
He, ‘come with me.’ I followed him with 
eagerness. Soon I found myself in the pres- 


Cross 


murmauril 


enve of many crosses of different sizes and of 


various appearance, scattered around upon 
the earth. ‘Take your choice!’ said my 
divine Guide, who had already first relieved 
me of my own; ‘you may take which ever 
you please!’ I had no difficulty in deciding. 


* Die Kreuzchau, by Chamisso, a German lyric 
France, 1781, and dying rin Berlin, 1838. We do not give here 
a translation, but a free imitation: after the example of the 
unknown author of a touching English poem, entitled “ The 
Changed Cross.” 
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From the first instant, my attention had been 
uttracted by gilded cross, that glittered 
imong the others. ‘ This ’ thought I, ‘is 
much more beautiful than mine,’ and I has- 
ened to seize it. But what was my surprise 
o find it so heavy, that I could not even lift 
t up ‘That one will be light er,’ I cried, as 
[ stretched out my hand toward a cross which, 
readi ly yie lded to m y efforts. It was 
attractive in appearance, al id seemed to be 
composed simply of »ven branches, 
covered with  blossomir flowers. But 
scarcely had it touched my Y shold when I 
ittered a pain, and let it fall. The 
flowers had sharp thorns which pierced my 
flesh. ‘ Ah, well,’ said I to the Lord, ‘need I 
choose at all?’ He quietly replied: ‘ No 
no crown!’ I resumed my search. I 
took up a cross which at first seemed suited 
to me; but soon I was weighed down by a 
burden which increased each moment. I 
then took up others, only in their turn to 
abandon them. Finally, I tried one, which 
seemed of moderate weight, and of humble 
appearance, but which hz ad nothing in it to 
attract my attention. After having carried 
it for some time, I found it so well suited to 
my strength, and above all, so well fitted to 
my shoulder, that I asked the Lord if I 
might be permitted to call it my own. He 
permitted me, and we began our return. I[ 
was happy beneath my bur len, rejoicing in 
the privilege which He had granted me. As 
we approached my dw ling, my Guide stop- 
ped me, and pointing to the foot of the cross 
that I had chosen, said to me, ‘ Examine it 
well ; do you not recognize it?’ I 
moment; it was my own!’ 

My brethren, if this dream should become 
a reality to each of us, this would be our 
own history. The which God has 
chosen for us is the very one that we ourselves 
would have selected, could we know ourselves 
as God knows us; could love ourselves as 
God ioves us, 

“ Let him take up his cross!” Mark this 
expression. og him take it up: that is, not 
simply bear it, but take 1 up and put upon his 
own shoulder the cross which God has given 
him. A man may be able to bear a cross, 
and yet never have taken it up. There are 
many who carry their cross with impatience, 
with murmurs, and who not being able to rid 
themselves of it, norto make it lighter, attempt 
to harden themselves, so as not to feel its weight ; 
or to divert themselves, so as to forget ils exist- 
ence. Wretched attempts thatthey are! For, if 
they are successful, they cannot allay the 
suffering with which the heart is oppressed ; 
and if ‘unsuccessful, they render the anguish 
all the more poignant for the temporary relief. 
Others, from the force of selfishness and in- 
difference, are absolutely insensible. They 
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do not murmur, because they are incapable} ing which we do not accept, is only suffering ; 
of being moved. Their cross is nothing to|that which we do accept, becomes a cross. 
them, for they know not how to take it up.| It becomes such, even though it be a conse- 
Apathy is not patience. Others submit to! quence of our sins, and a chastisement for 


their cross as an inevitable and irresistible 
necessity. What must be, say they, must be! 
Others bear up against it, refusing to accept 
its humiliation ; or, even, in their mad pride, 
seeming to glory in suffering without God, 
and in rejecting his consolations and defying 
his judgments. Others, weighed down by 
their cross, remain in the dust motionless, 
and as though thunderstruck. Others wea- 
rily drag their cross behind them, as the gal- 
ley-slave drags the clog which he can neither 
carry nor escape. And this weight, which 
they have not the courage themselves to bear, 
they inflict on all those around them. Others 
learn to live without complaint, but it is 
because they have not energy enough to 
suffer. They are exhausted, not submissive. 
Others bear their cross this instant, and cease 
to bear it the next. Others make a parade 
of it; they carry it as one carries a banner 
in a procession, exposing it to all eyes. They 
seem to say, “See how heavy it is! How 
bravely I bear it!” And here comes one, 
who though he does not call the attention of 
the world to his cross, makes a display of it 
to himself; passes his time in examining it, 
in contemplating it, in contemplating himself 
and his patience! Jesus demands a totally 
different thing of his disciples. He must not 
succumb to his cross; he must not avoid it; 
he must not bear it murmuringly ; he must 
not bring himself to a gloomy submission, as 
to a tyrannic fatality ; ne must not forget it, 
nor drag it after him, nor take it up at inter- 
vals, nor look at it curiously, nor display it 
ostentatiously; but he must take it up him- 
self, in order to bear it patiently, peaceably, 
humbly, constantly. 

It is not enough to submit to our cross; we 
must accept it. It is not enough to suffer 
what God wills; we must will what God 
wills; we must love what God wills. “ But,” 
says some one, “even though you should 


them. It is the prerogative of a Christian to 

be able thus to transform an inevitable afflic- 
tion into a sacrifice; not, according to the 
familiar proverb, to make a virtue of necessity, 
but a voluntary choice, a privilege, grace, 
benediction out of necessity. 


(To be concluded.) 
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at the present time, this may be almost said to 
be becoming a watchword. More than a 
quarter of a century ago, in a work on Univer- 
sal History, Baron Bunsen commended the 
religious character and work of the early 
Friends; and added, that their successors 
“ formulized the negation of form,” and so fell 
into decline. It cannot be denied that, while 
the principles of Quakerism are essentially 
opposed to all externalism, a tendency to fiza- 
tion has manifested itself, in usages which 
sometimes come to have the binding force of 
rules. How to escape from this partial bond- 
age of mere tradition, without sacrificing 
principle, so that strength, not weakness, may 
‘result from whatever changes occur, is the 
' great problem of our times. 
An earnest expression on this subject, by 
'one who has had much experience in mission 
work, is conveyed in the article by Jonathan 
Grubb, concluded in our present number. 
Another essay which has attracted much at- 


oppose it, would you be able to change it in tention, is‘one published in England, by 
the least?” No, doubtless not. But we are’ Joseph Rowntree (first read at the Darling- 


able to render this will sweeter by accepting ton Conference), on “The Church and the 
it, or more bitter by refusing to accept it. |< hol ” 


By net accepting it, we add to the sting of Some of this author's conclusions 
suffering, that of our own irritation, and all | ™#y be here reproduced : 

the wounds caused by a resistance asunhappy| “That, although we have not yet bridged 
as it is vain. We offend God, and by separat- over the gulf between the Church and the 
ing ourselves from him, not only lose peace | School, there is but little occasion for discour- 
of conscience, but also cut ourselves off from | agement, because there is now that deep and 
the only source of strength and consolation. | wide-spread dissatisfaction with the existing 
Moreover, the trial is without fruit, and | state of things which is the necessary pre- 
therefore fails of its end. The worst afflic-| cursor of a change.” 

tion, as one has very forcibly said, is an afflic-| “That, in considering why our scholars do 
tion lost ;an affliction which overtakes us| not join the Society, it is necessary to look 
and others with profit to no one. The suffer-| at our meetings; and here we are met by the 
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fact that few, if any, of these in Great Britain 


are carrying on successful aggressive Christian 
work.” 

“That we shall receive no substantial ac- 
cession of members until we recognize in 
worship and Chureh organization the princi- 
ple of adaptation, and encourage particular 
congregations to adapt their regulations to 
their own special needs.” 

“That the change which is required is more 
a change of epinion than of legislation. 

That if such change of opinion can be 
brought about, there is no reason why there 
should not be, within a short time, a vast ac- 
cession of members to our Society. 

One important point remains to be con- 
sidered—What are the limits within which 
the Yearly Meeting could wisely encourage 
particular meetings to exercise their liberty 
in matters of worship and church organiza- 
ion? It would be impossible in a short essay 
to give an answer that would not be open to 
theoretical objection; but would it not be 
sufficient for the Yearly Meeting simply to 
require an adherence to the following condi- 
tions :— 

(a). That no regulations should be made 
inconsistent with the recognition of Christ as 
the sole Head of His Church, and of the 
brotherhood of all believers. 

(6). That there should be no recognition 
of any priestly caste or order. 

(¢). That there should be free scope: for 
the exercise of the spiritual gifts of the mem- 
bers of the congregation, and nothing to inter- 
fere with the practical recognition of the 
guiding and constraining influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(d). That the worship should be simple. 

(e). That the non-necessity of the sacra- 
ments should be maintained. 

These are the leading views connected with 
Divine worship for which George Fox strug- 
gled, and there seems as great need for their 
steadfast maintenance now as in almost any 
past time. It is for us to hold the great heri- 
tage which we have received, not as slaves, 
but as free men. It is for us to show that 
these truths are capable of adaptation to the 
needs of men—that they do not lessen the 
spiritual force and usefulness of those who 
accept them, but impart an added capacity 
for effective service for Christ. If they are 
associated in the public mind with feebleness 
in Christian work, a heavy resp: nsibility will 
rest upon us.” 

There seems to us to be much force in these 
observations. Our expectation is that their 
truth will be more fully realized in the next 
generation than in this. 


Friends in the next | 
century may, perhaps, look back with as| 
much wonder upon some of the difficulties of! 
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the present time, as would have been excited 
by them in the minds of our worthy predeces- 
sors, Fox, Burroughs, Edmundson and others, 
could they have anticipated them. 

Many times it has been truly said, that the 
one practical principle most vital to original 
Quakerism is, obedience to the immediate 
government and guidance of the Head of 
the Church, our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
absolute. “‘ Whatsoever He saith unto you, do 
it.” He once authorized even a change of 
dispensation: “It was said by them of old 
time . - ° . . , 
3ut J say unto you, &e.” Can we limit Him? 
No church regulations can have any valid 
foree to prohibit that which God enjoins. 


Diversities of operation of the same Spirit 


cannot be (rightly) legislated against ; 
whether they occur in different places, or at 
different times. What, then, it may be asked, 
is the place fitly to be accorded to the order 
of the Church? It is, to afford the divinely 
ordained means of ascertaining, by the breth- 
ren waiting together upon the Lord, what ts 
His will. This is all. Thus God is the 
author not of confusion, but of order. This 
is a momentous place and duty of the church; 
and it involves a responsibility, that the eye 
of the body may be kept single, so that it may 
be all full of light. Not only individual 
duty needs to be sought after and performed, 
but also “what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” There is no dangerous “ radical- 
ism” or anarchy in this. Wherever there is 
life, there must be growth and progress; but 
the healthy body never parts with anything 
in its structure, however old, while it lives ; 
only that which is worn dead 
must be cast away. Thus there may be 
a progress which is conservative; and this 
is the only progress which does not end in a 
decline. We may conclude with a quotation 
from the editorial remarks in the last number 
of Friends’ Quarterly Examiner : 

“There is, we believe, a very valuable class 
of minds amongst us which is getting wearied 
of continuovs changes, and longs for rest. 
We sympathise with this ‘rest and be thank- 
ful’ spirit; but nevertheless we feel that in 
connection with a really living Church any- 
thing like prolonged rest is no more possible 
than it is in the kingdom of nature. Off 
shoots and fresh growth, nursing and pruning, 
flowers and fruit, decay and lopping off and 


out and 
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fresh buddings forth, all 
in outward natur There are, however, two 
modes in which refo may be effected: 
the one by rushing into extremes—and grant- 
ing all that the dissatisfied would ask (a veri- 
table “leap in the dark” as a great statesman 
once designated his own act of reform) in 
order to purchase a lull from agitation and 
from further progression. The other oon 
in a gradual but continu us change—the fri 
of one year becoming the seed for the next; 
& progress in which each step is carefully 
watched and results measured and w ighed 
before proceeding to the next. The latter is 
a safe and constitutional development, but 
the former may induce a dangerous revolu- 
tion. 

Thus with our religious Society, we trust 
that, whilst we have a large amount of youth- 
ful energy and zeal whic h will impel forward, 
but which if unchecked might lead us 
illegitimate action, we may ever also have 
that’maturer and ex xperienced wisdom which 
is ready to hold back from danger, but will 
follow on where the way is safe. Once more 
—to change the figure—a veesel cannot move 
on without sails, neither can she keep steady 
without plenty of ballast—both are alike 
essential for a secure voyage; let not the sails 
say to the ballast, nor the ‘ball: ast to the sails, 
I have no need of thee. But by a wise ad- 
justment of these two powers, and by the 
overruling guidance of the Heavenly Pilot, 
we would humbly hope and pray that a 
career of greater usefulness and a time of 


succeed each other 
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into 


ever increasing religious prosperity may dawn 
upon and rest with our beloved Society.” 
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CHRISTIAN WORK 
FRIENDS.—More 
latterly, 
of a larger 
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have, 


expressed a desire conveyance 


amount of 


upon our 
pages, concerning religious move 
amongst the members of 
portions of this country. 

interested in 
editor and 


been, 


ments going on 


our Society in different 


The sympathy of those 


conducting Friends’ Review, its 


contributors, is now, 


as nas 


it ever 
warmly extended 


of religious life 


towards cll the stirrings 


among our members; whether 
they be in the retirement of the country meeting- 
house, or amid the throngs that gather in our 
largest annual assemblies. Our answer, there- 
fore, to such inquiries as those alluded to, is, that 
our correspondents are much fewer than we 
desire them to be; we do not receive the informa- 
tion which some look for. 


oo 

Our purpose in these remarks is to renew 
encouragement to our friends in the different 
Yearly Meetings, to remember the wants of 
the Review in respeet to correspondence. We 
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hope that none may be deterred from 


sending 


intelligence of general interest, by the considera- 


tion that, in the manner of its use, the propriety 


of endeavoring to } rovide a variety of matter for 


many readers makes it needful to employ, to 


some extent, editorial condensation and selection, 


Our wish is to have, for the benefit of our 


a large correspondence, 


read- 
and to use on our 
pages as much of it as we can. 


ers, 


-e- 
ALLEN JAy.—This dear Friend and minister of 
the Gospel left Philadelphia for Great Britain, on 
Fifth-day, the 4th inst., 


by the steamer Ohio. 


> 
WICHITA BUFFALO 
glad to learn, 


Hunt.—Our readers will 
be as a sequel to the incidents 
mentioned in extracts from a letter from Jona- 
than Richards, in our last number (p. 445), that 
at a somewhat later period, considered 
safe to allow the Indians of the Wichita Agency, 
who had given up their proposed hunt, to go out 
upon it; 


it was, 


and that they met with excellent success. 

No better proof of the capacity and willingness 
of Indians, when well and wisely treated, to 
accept the restraints of civilization, can be looked 
for than the cheerful surrender (before referred 
to) of so inviting a prospect as that of a buffalo 
hunt, at the request of their Agent. 

oo 

HISTORICAL 
or 


LECTURES.—Those of our readers 
in near Philadelphia, who desire instruction 
and entertainment upon historical subjects, may 
be glad to learn that Dr. Joseph 


poses to g 


Thomas pro- 


ive a course of twelve lectures, treating 
of the most important events and movements in 
the History of Anc sont and Modern times. 
aking selected, 


representative ae partic ular 


Gen- 


erally s] 1ere will be as the 


some nation, 


be 


ts of the time, 


age or 


one central whom will 


grouped the great actors and even 


character, around 


This course commences on the evening ol 


Sixth-day, Third 
brary Hall, 


month, 5th, at 
tickets obtainable 
tiie 

CorrecTion.—In the communication signed 
J. Y. H.,in No. 27 of our present volume, p. 422, 
where, in the concluding paragraph, r demption 
is spoken of, the expression in the author's man- 
uscript was “‘ by Christ in"’ (not amd) * His cru- 
cified body.’’ Also, in the next to the last line 
of the same, “ fosition’"’ was misprinted for 
“ Physician.’ Such errors are much to be re- 
gretted; but even with constant vigilance, they 
sometimes escape revision. 


Mercantile Li- 


at the door. 


MARRIED 


BARTON—BULL.—On the 4th of Second month, 
875, at the residence of the bride’s father, by permis- 
sion of the Monthly Meeting, James Barton to Celia 


A. Bull; members of Ferrisburgh Monthly Meeting; 
Vermont. 
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CHASE.—On the 13th ult., ar | st City, Holt 
county, Mo., Marga . Chase, wife of Wm. H. Chase, 
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HURD.—On the toth 
Hurd, in the s4th ye 
Creek Mont Meeting, Iowa, He 
of a meek and quiet spirit, a kind a1 
band and father, and a firm believe 
the Christian religion. We have good evidence that 
he has fallen asleep in Jesus 

INMAN.—In Burrillville, R. I., First month 14th, 
1875, Nancy Inman, widow of the late James Inman, 
a member of Smithfield Monthly Meeting, in the 83d 
year of her age. 

At the close of a remarkably active life, during 
which she promptly discharged her duty to her family, 
to the church, and to the community, which seve- 
rally held her in high esteem, she lay down in peace, 
believing and trusting in her Saviour unto eternal life. 
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CORRESPON DENCE. 


OF A FRIE 


THE FAR WEST. 


ORGANIZATION 
ING IN 


MEET- 


N DS’ 


In Third month last a request was presented 
to Elk Monthly Meeting of Friends, Ohio, by 
Friends living at F. . Colorado, for the 
regular establishment of a Meeting for Wor- 
ship, Preparative and Monthly Meetings at 

at place, to be known by the name of Foun- 
ain. It may however, 
that Friends had voluntarily been regularly 

g j Elk 
Monthly Meeting having duly considered the 
referred it favorab y to Westfield 
Quartefly Meeting, which, after weightily 
considering the matter, was united in believing 
it right to grant the request. A committee 
was appointed to attend the opening of the 
meeting in Eighth month last. On account 
of the great distance, (1400 miles,) but three 
f the committee, (Mary Roberts, Jesse and 
Mary Kenworthy,) could attend. The meet- 
ing was opened to satisfaction. A large num- 
ber of people attended meeting on First-day 
after the organization, at which Mary Roberts 
was weightily engaged in exhorting the people 
to come to Christ. 


untail 


he re be remarked, 


holding meetings for over two years. 


. ' r 
request, 


The people were most or- 
derly and attentive; very many of them 
never having attended the preaching of a 
Friend I efore. 

A fier 


meetings in the 


Friends attended several 

neighborhood. They also 
visited the penitentiary at Canon City, It 
may be here remarked that on making known 
{ 1e desire of our Friends to visit the prison to 
he president of the Denver and Rio Grande 
R R., (Gen. Palmer,) he kindly ordered that 
tree » Canon City and 
return to Denver, which would be on their way 
home, a distance of 200 miles, and for which 


the regular fare w 


our 


this 


passes be given them t 


uld have been over $30. 
kindly received by the war- 

Lp ain of the peni entiary. The 
up his services on First-day to our 

Friends, and the Methodist minister kindly 
invited our Friend Mary Roberts to occupy 
is place in his evening meeting, which she 
did to good satisfaction. Since the opening of 
ur meeting we have been favored with the 
visits in gospel love of Nixon Rush, of Indi- 
ana, and Joseph Moore, President of Earlham 
College. Martha Ann Taylor, a minister of 
Elk Monthly Meeting of Ohio, feeling it her 
duty to labor for a season in Colorado, pro- 
cured, in conjunction with her husband, Lewis 
Taylor, a sojourning minute, which they pre- 
sented to our Menthly Meeting. They were 
warmly received by Friends, and much good 
is anticipated from their sojourn with us. 
Friends have so nearly finished building their 


th y were 
tl and 


Liter gave 
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meeting house, they are now holding meet- 
ings in it. It is a neat, substantial, plain 
structure, suitable and convenient for our pur- 
pose. Friends being few in number, having | 
small means, found it difficult to complete | 
their house. We have received through the 
kindness of Friends belonging to different | 
Yearly Meetings east, $160, toaid us. Espe- 
cially have Friends belonging to Philadelphia 
been liberal in making up this amount. We} 
find, however, that we are indebted for the | 
building of our house to the amount of $200.00, | 
which we hope way may open to liquidate | 
soon. We feel grateful to all those Friends 
for their kind assistance. We feel as though | 
we had not asked their kind aid for ourselves | 
alone, but that God might thereby be glori-| 
fied, and that those of our invalid Friends east | 
who may visit us may find a comfortable 
house to worship the All-wise Being, in a| 
manner most congenial to their feelings. | 
Very many Friends in the States, laboring | 
under incipient consumption, asthmatic, bron- | 
chial and many other diseases, would receive 
much relief here; our great altitude, light rain- | 
fall and pure air being highly beneficial to | 
many diseased persous. 

Friends here are desirous of getting up a 
respectable Library, and have already pro- 
cured a nucleus of books, which makes a fair 
beginning for the desired end. For the dona-| 
_tiou of books we are indebted to the kindness | 
of associations of Friends at Philadelphia, and | 
Richmond, Indiana; and also for a very lib- 
eral offer in addition to any sum that we may 
make up to purchase books, by Friends in 
New York. 

RoBert StTuBss. 
Fountain, Et Paso Co., CoLorano, 2d Mo. 18th, 1875. * 


From The Christian Weekly. 
' LOCAL OPTION. 


For both the guidance and the inspiration 
of our readers, we give, in this connection, 
the following brief report, sent us by a cor- 
respondent, of what has been don? in one of 
the towns of this State by the firm, mild, and 
energetic action of one or two rezolute tem- 


perance men. We can vouch for the facts. 
Salisbury Mills, in Orange co., N. Y., is a 
moderate sized village, settled long before the 
Revolution, and having a manufacturing pop- 
ulation with whom liquor selling and liquor 
drinking was a traditional and venerable in 
stitution and custom; has not had, nor the 





township in which it is located (Biooming 
Grove), a licensed liquor place for several 
years. Three or four temperance men, not 
members of any organization, commenced to 
agitate the question of no license by personal 
conversation, arguments with neighbors and 


. 
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acquaintances, the circulation of documents 
showing the townships and cities in different 
parts of the: country where by united effort 
and action the vote of the people had been 
secured against license; and atter three or 
four years, though threatened with injury to 
their buildings by fire, so as to necessitate in- 
creased fire insurance, the public sentiment of 
the township was so educated and enlightened 
that the people have for years voted for town 
officers who would not grant any license at 
all. The town is free from debt, the taxes 
light, the schools good; has seven Protestant 
churches and one Roman Catholic church; 
flourishing Sunday-schools—one established 
over fifty years by the late Hon. Robert Den- 
niston, State Senator for many years and 
Comptroller of the State; the population in- 
telligent. During the past fall and present 
winter, lectures, public musical entertain- 
ments, tablesux, charades, have afforded in- 
struction and healthful recreation and inno- 
cent amusement to all classes, in marked 
contrast and improvement to the promiscuous 
public balls and dances given in old times at 
the taverns. The present Excise law of this 


| State provides that three excise commissioners 


shall be chosen at the next town election, who 
shall not be what has hitherto been termed 
town officers, but simply officers to grant or 
not grant licenses, so that the question is 
taken out of party politics entirely; and if 
temperance men organize in time and unite, 
they can elect men who will issue no licenses, 
as has been done in Blooming Grove and else- 
where. 


secnmeaen GG naeaseseenas 


Dr. Charles C. Abbott, speaking of robins’ 
nests, says : “In shape, some of the nests were 
rather oval than circular. In one instance 
the material was suspiciously similar to the 
lining of the nest of the chipping sparrow, 
and was probably stolen. It appears that 
among robins, as well as all other birds, there 
are individual rogues, if not systematic rings, 
as in the virtnous city populations of this 
country. 
nests suggested an ordinary village. There 
was no communistic equality. There were 
handsome structures, fitted for the abodes of 
rich grandees, and more modest ones for birds 
of humbler pretensions. The causes of the 
difference were partly the same as among hu- 
man beings. For instance, some birds are 
energetic, and some are lazy. There are 
plucky birds, always cheerful and resolute, 
and others moping and easily cast down. No 
doubt they differ greatly also in mental ability. 
The smartest bird will build the best nest, al- 
though it is not true that the ablest man 
always lives in the finest house.” 


A survey of the whole thirty-two 
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From The New Age 
A MERCHANT’S COURT. 


About a year ago the Chamber of Com- | 
merce of New York, with the consent of the | 
Legislature of the State, established a Mer-| 
chants’ Court, or Court of Arbitration, for | 
the dispensation of quick justice for business | 
men. Some of the advantages of such a 
body may be gathered from the report of a/| 
committee of New York merchants, which | 
was recently brought to the notice of the| 
Legislature at Albany. That report says_ 
that the substantial fruits of the Merchants | 
Court may be estimated by a glance at the | 
nature of the business and the character of | 
the cases tried before the court. Since its 
opening in October last, it has heard and de- | 
cided numerous litigated cases; among them | 
partnership cases, claims for salaries, for goods | 
sold, for breaches of contract, for freight, 
cases arising on bills of lading, on shipment 
of goods from abroad, on marine insurance, | 
etc. But by far the greater part of the busi- 
ness is of a kind that leads to no public judg- 
ment or public trials, and is of a conciliatory 
character. Partners who have disagreed have 
sought the arbitrator, who has heard them 
and given his decision, which has been ac- 
cepted and acted on without a public trial or 
any record of the decision, to the evident sat- 
isfaction of both parties. The position of| 
arbitrator has suggested to litigants the ad- 
vantage of withdrawing their actions and re- 
ferring the questions at issue to him. He is 
almost daily engaged in hearing such refer- 
ences, most frequently in his office, and often 
inthe rooms of the Chamber of Commerce. 
The aim and object of the friends of this tri- 
bunal now is to obtain an enlargement of the 
sphere of the Court, in order to meet the de- 
mands of those whose interests are guarded by 
its actions. As proof of the usefulness of 
the system and its adaptation to the wants 
and needs of trading and commercial coun- 
tries, it is stated that “tribunals for the set- 
tlement of commercial dispute now exist in 
France, Germany, Russia, Austria, Spain, 
Italy, Belgium, Denmark, and indeed, for the 
most part, throughout Europe. France took 
the lead in establishing these courts of arbi- 
tration. The French Tribunal of Commerce, 
virtually instituted in 1563 during the reign 
of Francis II, though it has, especially in the 
present century, been subjected to important 
alterations and modifications, has practically 
existed with little interruption for more than 
three hundred years. The French Tribunal 
of Commerce now decides: First, on all de 
mands of a commercial character in which 
the parties in dispute have agreed to abide by 
the decision, without appeal, regardless of the 
amount involved. Second, on all demands 





ef which the principal shall not exceed in 
value 1,500 francs. Third, on all demands 
for compensation or damages, even if these 
should exceed 1,500 francs, when added to 
the principal demand. A congress of jurists 
assembled in 1864, from all parts of Germany, 
declared that the Court of Arbitration of the 
City of Hamburg was the best, because it in- 
troduced the legal element, in the persen of 
the presiding Judge. In Denmark, the Court 
of Reconciliation, as it is called, has existed 
since 1795, is provided over by a Judge of 
legal qualifications, and is especially popular, 
both with the government and the people. 
Parties before resorting to courts of law sub- 
mit their disputes to the Court of Reconcilia- 
tion, which may, under certain circumstances, 
advise an action at law, but a great majority 
of the cases are decided by the Court itself. 
There can be no doubt that the Legislature 
will extend the boundaries and increase the 


powers of the Merchants’ Court of New York. 


When that is done merchants will have still 


| more ready, speedy and inexpensive means of 


settling all disputes of a business character 
that may occur in that community. A Court 
of like character could be established with 
propriety in all large cities of this country. 
Law suits are both protracted and expensive, 
and in many cases both parties suffer in the 
end. But when merchants can present mat- 
ters in dispute to a tribunal which will ex- 
amine the facts and give judgment ina few 


days, they will be abundantly benefited. | 
|This is the mission of a Merchants’ Court, 
'and hence its popularity among that class in 


all parts of the business world. 


SIR CHARLES LYELL. 


A cable despatch from London announces 
the death of the eminent geologist, Sir Charles 
Lyell. He was born at Kinnordy, Forfar- 
shire, in 1797, and graduated at Exeter Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he attended the lectures 
of Dr. Buckland, Professor of Geology. In 
1821 he began the practice of the law, but not 
liking the profession he abandoned it for geo- 
logical pursuits. Sir Charles entered earn- 
estly upon his new work, and in 1826 and 
1827 published valuable papers upon the re- 
cent deposits in Forfarshire, Dorsetshire, and 
Hampshire. In 1830 he published his “ Prin- 
ciples of Geology,” which found great favor, 
on account of the valuable information it 
contained and the lucid style in which it was 
written. The work went through many edi- 
tions, and increased so much that in 1838 the 
author divided it into two distinct treatises, 
retaining in one, which was entitled “Ele- 
ments of Geology,” the description of the 
formation of the past periods, and giving in 
the other, “The Principles,” the description 
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of processes now going on by which the phe- | ble meeting. But if the legs of their soul be 
nomena of the older formations are explained. | so lame, or lazy, or sullen, as not to move that 
These works placed Sir Charles in the first|one pace towards our mutual love, we must 
rank among geologists. In 1841 he visited | then come to new propositions. Let them but 
the United States and delivered lectures on| promise to stand still and make good their 
geology. He travelled over a large portion | station; let them not go backwards and be 
of the Northern and Middle States, and as far | embittered against me more than they have 
south as Kentucky, taking special note of the| been, and of the hundred paces in point of 
geological features of the country, and learn- | affection, I'll go twice fifty to meet them.” 
ng. by simone with geologists and natu- | 
ralists, the.results of their investigations. In . : cad 
a year thus spent in the United ‘States, Can- | GOVERNMENT AID FOR KANBAS. 
ada, and Nova Scotia, he amassed a vast fund| In order to properly carry out the pro- 
of information, some of the fruits of which he | visions of the act of Congress approved Feb- 
made public in his work entitled “Travels in| ruary 10, 1875, to provide for the reliet of 
North America.” | persons suffering from the ravages of grass- 
In September, 1845, he again visited the| hoppers upon the western frontiers, it is or- 
United States, and remained till June of the | dered by the President that the Commanders 
following year, examining the most interes:-| of the Departments of the Platte, Missouri, 
ing localities of the tertiary formations in the | and Dakota, shall cause to be made, as soon 
States bordering on the Atlantic and the Gulf|as practicable, an enrolment of the inhabi- 
of Mexico. He went up the Mississippi ‘tants of the States and Territories within those 
River making observations of the deposits on | Departments who have been rendered desti- 
its banks, and in Southern Missouri visited | tute by the ravages aforesaid, which enrol- 
the sunken county of New Madrid, devastated | ment will, as far as practicable, group fami- 
by the earthquake of 1811. As a result of lies together; giving the name of each person 
these observations he published in 1849 “A | entitled to relief; children under twelve years 
Second Visit to the United States.” In addi-! of age to be rated separately. The time dur- 
tion to his remarks on scientific topics: he| ing which food may be required to be issued, 
dealt with the manners and customs of the|and the most available points for issue, will 
people he met, and his opinions are always| be stated on all the rolls, and such other use- 
expressed in a liberal spirit. His investiga-| ful information as the officers having charge 
tions were always made with great care and | of the distribution may need. Applicants for 
intelligence, and his opinions carried great | supplies should make a statement, on blanks 
‘weight. In 1866 he published his “ Geologi- | furnished them, of their resources, convertible 
cal Evidences of the. Antiquity of Man,” | with safety to their families into a supply of 
a work of great value, in which he collected | food, and the names of such persons as ma 
a vast amount of valuable research with re-| be found to have resources so convertible shall 
gard to prehistoric times. In this work Sir| not be placed on the rolls until such resources 
Charles gave his adhesion to the theories of|are exhausted. It shall be the duty of the 


—~@0———— 





Darwin on the origin of species, which he had 
previously opposed. He was elected President 
of the Geological Society in 1836, and again 
in 1850. He was knighted for his services to 
science in 1848; in 1855 the University of 
Oxford conferred upon him the degree of D. 
C. L., and the Queen created him a Baronet 
in 1864.—Evening Bulletin. 





So_______ 


Tomas Futuer lays down a good rule for 
the settlement of strife among brethren. He 
Says: 

“For mine own particular, because I 


Department Commander to revise, as often as 
he may consider necessary, the rolls referred 
to, and correct the same from time to time as 
the exigencies of the case may require. 

As fast as the rolls are made up, they will 
be turned over in duplicate, under direction 
of the Department Commanders aforesaid, to 
the proper officers of the Subsistence and 
Quartermaster’s Departments, who shall be 
designated to issue such food and clothing as 
may be provided under the appropriation 
made by the act; and the officers selected will 
issue the same upon the rolls furnished them, 
‘and will carry out the instructions of the 





have been challenged (how justly God and | Quartermaster and the Commissary General 
my own conscience knoweth) for some mo-| respecting the issue of the clothing, and pur- 
roseness in my behavior towards some dissent-| chase and issue of the food, as above pro- 


ing brethren in my parish, this I do promise, 
and God giving me grace | will perform it. 
Suppose there be one hundred paces betwixt 
me and them in point of affection, I will go 
ninety-nine of them on condition they will 
stir the one odd pace, to give them an amica- 


| . 
| vided. 


Requisitions upon the Treasury for the 
amounts to be placed in the hands of the offi- 
cers selected to disburse this fund will be 
made in the usual manner, and the disburse- 
ments will be accounted for under the rules 
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in force respecting other disbursements in the 
Subsistence Department. 

The transportation of the food and other 
supplies issued is to be considered a proper 
charge upon the appropriation made by this | 
act. The following is a copy of the act: 


AN ACT to provide for the relief of persons suffering from 
the ravages of grasshoppers. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America, | 
in Congress assembled, That the President of 
the United States be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized to direct the issue, through the proper 
officers of the army temporarily, of supplies of | 
food and disused army clothing sufficient to 
prevent starvation and suffering and extreme | 
want to any and all destitute and helpless per 
sons living on the western frontier, who have 
been rendered so destitute and helpless by | 
ravages of grasshoppers during the summer 
last past, and to report to Congress such issue 
of food and clothing. And the sum of one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or as much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro- | 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not | 
otherwise appropriated, to carry out the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 2. That this act shall expire on the 
first day of September, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five. 

Approved February 10, 1875. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 





E. D. Townsenp, Adjt. Gen. 


WIDOW MARRIAGE IN BOMBAY. 


It affords us great pleasure to record the 
occurrence of a memorable event in the annals 
of Hindoo society of this city. A widow mar- 
riage amongst the Brahmins, the first of the 
four principal castes among the Hindoos, was 
celebrated on Wednesday last, the 18th inst., 
with all the eclat that the festive occasion de- 
served. A large number of invitations were 
freely issued in the name of the Widow Mar- 
tiage Association, and there was an immense 
concourse of people of all classes and creeds 
‘present. This is the third marriage that has 
taken place since the establishment of the As- 
sociation in the year 1866; and, considering 
the difficulties and deep-rooted prejudices that 
beset the introduction of any social movement 
having for its object the well-being of the 

indoo community, the success, slow but 
steady, that has attended the labors of the 

ociation, is indeed deserving of all com- 
mendation.— Bombay Argus. 

THE natives of Alaska, said to number 
20,000, have petitioned our government to 
send them Christian ministers and teachers. 
A letter from the Deputy Collector of Customs 
at Unangel, to the Commissioner of Indian 











Affairs, states that the Indians have volun- 
teered the offer that if teachers, ministers, &c., 
were sent to instruct them, they would build 
churches and school-houses at their own cost 
and labor, which they are competent to do, as 
they are all expert in log architecture on 
primitive principles. “They have,” says the 
Collector, “long been envious of their neigh- 
bors on the British side of the line, at Fort 
Simpson, known as the Metla Katla tribe, 
who have advanced in civilized habits and 
education, by the efforts of English Protest- 
ant missionaries, quite up to the standard of 
the older Christian communities of the sea- 
coasts.” 


COME UNTO ME. 


Art thou weary, art thou languid ; 
Art thou sore distressed ? 
«« Come to me,” saith One, “ and coming, 
Be at rest.” 
Hath He marks to lead me to Him, 
If He be my guide? 
«In His feet and hands are wound-prints, 
And His side.” 
Is there diadem, as monarch, 
That.His brow adorns ? 
«* Yea, a crown, in very surety, 
But of thorns.” 
If I find Him, if I follow, 
What is guerdon here ? 
« Many a sorrow, many a labor, 
Many a tear.” 
If I still hold closely to Him, 
What hath He at last ? 
« Sorrow vanquished, labor ended, 
Jordan passed !” 
If I ask Him to receive me, 
Will He say me nay? 
‘¢ Not till earth and not till heaven 
Pass away !” 
Finding, following, keeping, struggling, 
Is He sure to bless? 
Angels, martyrs, saints and prophets 
Answer “ Yes!” 
Soe es 
TWENTY WANTS. 
I want not India’s pearly store; 
I want the joys of earth no more; 
I want to quit each vain delight ; 
I want to walk with Christ in white. 
I want to know my Saviour’s love ; 
I want to place my heart above; 


I want more grace to conquer sin ; 
I want to feel new life within. 


I want Christ’s robe of righteousness ; 
I want that bright and glorious dress ; 
I want to leave my own aside; 
I want to flee from legal pride. 


I want to lean on Jesus’ breast, 

And feel in Him eternal rest ; 

I want the Spirit’s purging fire, 

More faith, more love, to raise me higher. 
I want with Jesus to sit down ; 

I want to wear my heavenly crown ; 

I want the kingdom promised me; 

I want no more, O Christ, but Thee! 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe, to 
the 2d inst., have been received. 

GREAT BriTAiIn.—W. E. Gladstone has published 
a pamphlet entitled « Vaticanism,” in reply to J. H. 
Newman and Archbishop Manning. He maintains his 
original assertion; eulogizes J. H. Newman; acknow- 
ledges that the loyalty of the mass of the Roman Catho- 
lics is unchanged; contradicts Archbishop Manning’s 
assertion that the claims of the Romish Church are not 
changed by the Vatican decree; and points to the decla- | 
rations repudiating the doctrine of Papal Infallibility | 
and temporal power, by means of which the English | 
and Irish Catholics have obtained full civil liberty. 

FRANCE.—In the Assembly, on the 23d ult., the | 
Senate bill was considered in detail, and passed, clause 
by clause. The number of Senators is apportioned to 
each Department according to population. They are 
to be elected by colleges composed of Deputies of the 
Assembly, councillors-general, councillors of arondisse- | 
ments, and delegates from the municipalities. Sena- | 
tors representing Departments and Colonies are to sit 
nine years; one-third of their number to be elected | 
every three years. Those chosen by the Assembly are 
to be irremovable. Vacancies by death, resignation, | 
&c., are to be filled by the Senate itself. The Senate, 
equally with the Chamber of Deputies, may initiate laws, 
but financial bills must first pass the Deputies. The 
Senate may become a high court of justice to try the 
President of the Republic, or his Ministers, or any per- | 
sons accused of conspiracy against the State. The first 
Senate shall be elected one month before the dissolu- | 
tion of the Assembly, and begin its duties on the day | 
before the Assembly separates. A proposition that the | 
75 members chosen by the Assembly should be selected | 
from a double list nominated by the President, was | 
voted down. A resolution was adopted, that the Senate | 
bill should not take effect until after the passage of the | 
bill organizing the public powers. This latter bill, | 





which passed second reading about a month ago, was | 
taken up on the 24th. Amendments offered by the 
Right and the Bonapartists were rejected. The clause 
implying recognition of the Republic, which had a ma- | 
jority of one on First month 3oth, was finally adopted | 
by 433 yeas to 262 nays. The bill finally passed by a 
vote of 436 to 262. ‘The clause fixing the seat of gov- 
ernment at Versailles was objectionable to the Left, but 
they yielded, to avoid any appearance of disunion. The | 
Legitimists presented a formal protest against the bill, 
before the final vote. 

The Ministry having resigned, and retaining office, 
at the President’s request, only until the constitutional 
bills should be disposed of, President MacMahon sent a 
message to Buffet, the President of the Assembly, who 
was absent from Paris, asking him to form a new Cabi- 
net. He was said to kave deciined, but it was hoped 
that he would reconsider his decision. The latest ac- 
counts were that he had undertaken the task. 

SPAIN.—Berlin correspondents of London journals 
report that the German government has received a me- 
morial from the Protestant clergy in Spain, complain- 
ing that liberty of worship is threatened ; and that simi- 


| 


lar memorials have been forwarded to other Protestant | 


powers of Europe, and to the United States. They ask 
the intercession of those powers in behalf of those, once 


priests, who embraced the Protestant faith and married | 


while the Republic was in existence, as, by a recent de- 
cree, such marriages have been declared invalid. 

The Carlists attacked Bilbao on the 26th ult., but 
were repulsed after a desperate engagement, two of the 
forts being taken and retaken three times. 
sists afterward attacked the Carlists in their intrench- 
ments, and were in turn repulsed. 


ITALy.—Garibaldi, who has recently taken his seat | 


as a member of the Italian Parliament, has proposed a 
plan for turning part of the waters of the Tiber into a 


| lowed to leave the country unmolested. 


The Alfon- | 





new channel, so as to relieve Rome from the liability 
to inundation, which now constantly menaces it, and 
by draining the Campagna, to free it from the deadly 
miasma which infests it. Various projects for attaining 
these objects have been propounded at different times 
within the last three hundred years, but none have been 
executed. The Government surveyors have reported 
that Garibaldi’s plan is practicable. An engineer, who 
has already executed large works elsewhere, has agreed 
to undertake the entire work if the Government wil] 
guarantee five per cent. interest on the capital, which 
it is proposed to raise in shares of $20. Whether the 
Government will do this is not yet made known. 
Mexico.—The religious excitement in the country is 
said to be intense, and there are fears of an outbreak, 
A Protestant Bible reader has been assassinated at Vista 
Hermosa. A violent protest against the law abolishing 
convents, signed by a large number of women, was re- 
cently made public. Some whose names were attached 
have published cards declaring that their signatures 
were obtained under false pretences, and others declare 
that their signatures were forgeries. 
VENEZUELA.—An attempt at revolution has failed. 
An agreement has been signed, by which the rebels 


| have delivered up their arms, and the leaders are al. 


No action is 
to be taken against the others, nor is their property to 
be confiscated. 

DoMEsTI1Cc.—On the evening of the 25th ult., during 
a violent gale, in New York city, a lofty wall of a 
building which had been burned about six weeks be- 
fore, was blown down, and striking on the roof and 
wall of a Roman Catholic church adjoining, crushed a 
portion of them. Religious services were in progress 
at the time, and the building was crowded with people. 
Two persons were killed and many others wounded by 
the falling timbers and bricks; but the greatest injury 
was sustained in the frantic efforts of the panic-stricken 
crowd to escape by narrow stairways and passages, in 
which numbers were crushed and trampled. Five in 
all were killed, and a large number more or less in- 
jured, some, it is probable, mortally. 

The statement of the public debt for the Ist inst., 
shows a decrease during the past month of $6,680,- 
180.12. The total decrease since 6th month 3oth, 
1874, is $5,772,251-99. 

The capital of West Virginia has been changed from 
Charleston, on the Kanawha river, to Wheeling. 
| CONGRESS.—The Senate passed the Army and the 
| Post Office Appropriation bills, the latter containing a 
| clause repealing the act of 1872, which authorized a 
| contract to be made with the Pacific Mail Steamship 
| Company; also, with amendments, the House bills for 
| the admission of Colorado and New Mexico as States; 
| the bill of Morton, of Indiana, to provide for and regu- 
| late the counting of the votes for President and Vice 
| President ; and, by a vote of 38 to 26, the Civil Rights 
| bill as it had passed the House. The Tax and Tariff 
| bill passed by the House on the 23d, lays a tax of 90 
| cents per gallon on distilled spirits hereafter produced, 
| increases the duty on tobacco and cigars, and also on 
| sugar and molasses, and repeals the 10 per cent. reduc- 
tion of duties on various articles, made by a previous 
law. A bill “to provide against the invasion of States, 
to prevent the subversion of their authority, and to 
maintain the security of elections,” commonly known 
as the Force Bill, which had been agreed upon bya 
caucus of Republican members, and which is intended 
to apply especially to the more disturbed Southern 
States, was passed on the 27th, yeas 135, nays 105, 
after along struggle, its opponents, by dilatory motions, 
| protracting the session of the 24th until 4 P. M. of the 
| 25th. One section of this bill gives the President 
power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in certain 
States when he deems it necessary, for not more than 
two years. 
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